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Abstract. Recently, Electric Vehicles (EV) have begun to be produced massively, one of them is bikes or bicycles. Many 

bikes are produced due to the increasing market demand for bikes, especially during this pandemic. Peoples choose bikes 

because they are cheap vehicles, and also do not require any driving license. But in reality, the price of electric bikes is 
considered quite expensive, so many people prefer to convert ordinary bike into electric bike. One of the most important 

aspects in making an electric bike is the battery, which is the source of electric energy in electric bike. This study aims to 

explain the steps in designing a battery pack for an electric bike from a Lithium-ion Battery NMC21700 with a voltage of 

3.6V and a capacity of 5Ah with dimensions of Ø21.25 × 70.8 mm. The expected result of the battery pack will produce 

the power of 720Wh. Keywords: Battery Pack, Electric Bike, Design.  

INTRODUCTION 

In response to the pandemic, COVID-19 has caused a sharp increase in bicycle sales. For a long time, cycling has 

been one of the fastest, most flexible and reliable means of transportation. When the stay-at-home order temporarily 

shortened daily life around the world, the role of bicycles changed [1]. As example in US, sales of bicycles have taken 

off in the US during the COVID-19 pandemic – they were up 65% between 2019 and 2020. The increase in sales 

figures does not only occur for conventional bicycle, but also occurs for electric bike. Electric bike sales grew by 

145% in the same period [2]. This increase in sales of bicycle and electric bike are happening all around world, 

including Europe and Asia. Peoples choose electric bike because they offer low cost, energy efficient, and emission-

free transportation which also has physical and health benefits. 

One of the most important in electric bike is battery module or battery pack. There are many different types of 

battery usually use in electric bike, such as Sealed-Lead Acid battery (SLA), Nickel-metal Hybrid battery (NiMH), 

and Lithium-ion battery (Li-ion). Each type of battery has its own characteristics and advantages, but Li-ion battery 

has the most advantages over other types. Lithium-ion batteries can be charged hundreds of times and are more stable. 

Compared with other rechargeable batteries, it tends to have higher energy density, voltage capacity and lower self-

discharge rate. This makes the power supply more efficient because the charge hold time of a single battery is longer 

than other battery types [3]. 

In this paper, we explain steps how to make the battery module using li-ion battery cells. The specification of 

battery module will be 48V 15Ah. The mentioned specification is chosen because has a high energy density so it is 

suitable for use on bicycles to keep the bicycle light but also able to use for long distances. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Materials 

Lithium-ion battery is chosen as battery type for the module. The specification of li-ion battery that is use in this 

research is Lithium-ion Battery NMC21700 with a voltage of 3.6V and capacity of 5Ah with dimensions of Ø21.25 × 

70.8 mm. Lithium-ion or li-ion battery has many advantages over other types of batteries like NiMH battery and SLA 

battery. The comparison of battery types is shown in Table 1 [4]. 

 
TABLE 1. The comparison of battery types. 

Specification SLA NiMH Li-ion 

Life Cycle 200-300 300-500 500-1000 

Energy Density 30-50 60-120 150-190 

Self-Discharge/month 5% 20% <10% 

Fast-Charge Time 8-16h 2-4h 2-4h 

Cell Voltage 2V 1.2V 3.6V 

 

There are also several materials that needed beside battery to make a battery pack; Battery Management System 

or BMS for balancing the voltage of each cell, avoiding overcharge and overdischarge; battery holder to hold all 

battery cells; nickel strip for welding the cells according to serial and parallel configuration; insulation gasket paper 

to protect the positive and negative poles of the cells to prevent short circuits; fiberglass tape to keep the cells attached 

and protect the battery module when a short circuit occurs; PVC wrap heat shrink to wrap the whole battery module; 

the XT90 cable connector to connect the module to power; and the female jack DC cable connector to connect the 

module to the charger. 

Design Model 

For this study, we design a battery module with a voltage of 48V and capacity of 15Ah, so it has a power of 720Wh. 

Those specification are chosen because they have a big capacity so the bike can travel long distance, although have 

small size so the bike still light. One cell of li-ion battery NMC21700 has a working voltage of ±3.70V and capacity 

of ±5Ah. So, to make a battery module with 48v and 15Ah, it takes about 13 cells in series and 3 in parallel. The 

configuration of battery module is the cells are directly connected in parallel then assembled in series like shown in 

Figure 1. 

 

FIGURE 1. Battery module configuration with 13 series and 3 parallel. 

 

This configuration is chosen based on research conducted by Federico Baronti and his friend (2014). They found 

that the battery configuration in which the modules are directly connected in parallel and then assembled in series is 

more resistant to changes in battery capacity. The results of this study show that the series connection of battery 

parallel modules provides the best connection topology because it maximizes the capacity of the battery pack and 

reduces the statistical dispersion of values [5]. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

All the materials are to fabricate the battery module or battery pack. There are steps that must be done sequentially, 

so the result will be safe according to the procedure. 

1) Measure the internal resistance value of every cells 

Before start to put cells in accordance with the configuration, each of cell have to be measured its internal resistance 

value. Before the battery is measured, we put a number in each cell to make it easier to record the measurement results. 
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We measure a total of 85 batteries, the following are diagram of the results of measuring the voltage and internal 

resistance (IR) of each battery as shown in Figure 2. 

 

 

 
FIGURE 2. Diagram of voltage and internal resistance value. 

 

Measuring the value of internal resistance is a very important aspect when arranging battery cells according to 

configuration, especially for parallel connection. This is based on the results of research conducted by Radu Gogoana 

and his friend (2014). They found that compared to two batteries connected in parallel with very similar internal 

resistances, a 20% difference in battery internal resistance between two batteries cycled in parallel resulted in a 

reduction in cycle life of about 40% [6]. 

 

2) Arrange the cells in series and parallel configuration 

A battery module is obtained by connecting an appropriate number of battery cells in order to meet the voltage and 

capacity requirements. Batteries can be parallel connected to obtain a higher capacity or serially connected to create 

battery module with higher voltage. As mentioned before, to make a battery module with 48V and 15Ah using Li-ion 

NMC21700 cells, it takes about 13 cells in series and 3 in parallel. The cells are arranged so that the total internal 

resistance value of each parallel configuration is the same or close to each other. The following table shows the 

arrangement of the battery module configuration according to the results of the internal resistance measurement with 

the number of each cell. 
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TABLE 2. Battery module configuration based on the number of each cell 

  Parallel Configuration 

  P1 P2 P3 

S
er

ia
l 

C
o
n

fi
g
u

ra
ti

o
n

 

S1 24 76 19 

S2 2 40 70 

S3 27 47 12 

S4 54 41 15 

S5 44 30 23 

S6 3 20 61 

S7 83 4 31 

S8 34 22 28 

S9 51 53 10 

S10 9 32 73 

S11 25 26 33 

S12 77 71 55 

S13 78 80 39 

 Total 262,366 262,443 262,358 

 

As shown in the table, the total internal resistance value of each parallel configuration is 262,366; 262,443; and 

262,358. The difference in the total value of internal resistance for each parallel configuration is less than 1%. So, the 

configuration of the battery module will look like shown in Figure 3. 

 

 

FIGURE 3. Battery module configuration with battery number. 
 

3) Welding the battery module with nickel strips using spot welding machine 

The battery module that has been arranged will be welding with nickel strips using spot welding machine. We used 

nickel strips with a thickness of 0.2mm as the current from the battery module is quite large. Extend the nickel on each 

positive pole of each series configuration of battery module. The extend is to make it easier to connect the battery 

module to the cable of BMS. 

 

4) Connect the module to the Battery Management System (BMS) 

Battery Management System or BMS is very important in battery module. BMS protects every cell in the battery 

module from overcharge and overdischarge so the battery module stays healthy and durable for long time. The 

application of BMS have to adjust to the battery module. The selected BMS specification corresponds to the number 

of serial configurations on the battery module. In this study we used BMS with 13S specifications. 
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(a) (b) 

FIGURE 4. Battery Management System with 13S specification. 

 

As shown in the Figure 4, there are parts of the BMS such as P-, B-, and B0 to B13; P- is connect to the negative 

output; B- and B0 are connect to the negative of battery module; and B1-B13 are connect to each positive of each 

battery module serial configuration. 

 

 
FIGURE 5. B0-B13 in the battery module. 

 

5) Connect the module to XT60 and female jack DC connector 

Connect P- to the negative and first positive of the battery module serial configuration to the positive of XT60 and 

female jack DC connector. 

 

6) Wrap the battery module with PVC wrap heat shrink 

Wrap the battery module with PVC wrap heat shrink for more protection for the battery module. 

 
FIGURE 6. Wrap the module with PVC wrap heat shrink. 
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7) Finishing 

After the battery module is wrapped, we measure the total voltage and State of Charge (SoC) of the battery module. 

The total voltage is around 46.9V with the remaining battery capacity is 40%. Then the battery module is charged 

until 100% and obtained a total voltage is around 53.9V. That total voltage is obtained because the maximum working 

voltage from an li-ion NMC21700 battery cell is 4.2V. So, if there are 13 cells in series, it will get a voltage around 

54.6V. 

 
FIGURE 7. The battery module after totally wrapped. 

 

 
FIGURE 8. Voltage value of battery module after charged 100%. 

CONCLUSION 

There are several important steps when fabricating a battery module; first is measuring internal resistance of each 

cells so the battery module has a long-life cycle; and second, arranging battery cells directly connected in parallel and 

then assembled in series to have higher capacity. Also, the order of the methods in the battery packaging is important 

so the battery is completed and can work properly. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

This research was a part of the project titled “Converting Conventional Bike into Electric Bike” funded by National 

Battery Research Institute, Indonesia in fiscal year 2021. 

REFERENCES 

1. A. Bernhard, “The great bicycle boom of 2020.” https://www.bbc.com/future/bespoke/made-on-earth/the-

great-bicycle-boom-of-2020.html (accessed Jul. 24, 2021). 

2. S. Fleming, “Sales of electric bicycles are up all over the world | World Economic Forum,” 2021. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/03/electric-bicycles-sales-growth/ (accessed Jul. 24, 2021). 

3. “Benefits of Lithium-Ion Batteries | Tennant Blog,” 2019. 

https://www.tennantco.com/en_ca/blog/2019/11/lithium-ion-battery-benefits.html (accessed Jul. 24, 2021). 

4. “Battery Comparison of Energy Density - Cylindrical and Prismatic Cells.” 

https://www.epectec.com/batteries/cell-comparison.html (accessed Jul. 24, 2021). 

5. F. Baronti, R. Di Rienzo, N. Papazafiropulos, R. Roncella, and R. Saletti, “Investigation of series-parallel 

020012-6

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://pubs.aip.org/aip/acp/article-pdf/doi/10.1063/5.0121542/17305866/020012_1_5.0121542.pdf



connections of multi-module batteries for electrified vehicles,” 2014 IEEE Int. Electr. Veh. Conf. IEVC 2014, 

2014, doi: 10.1109/IEVC.2014.7056173. 

6. R. Gogoana, M. B. Pinson, M. Z. Bazant, and S. E. Sarma, “Internal resistance matching for parallel-connected 

lithium-ion cells and impacts on battery pack cycle life,” J. Power Sources, vol. 252, pp. 8–13, 2014, doi: 

10.1016/j.jpowsour.2013.11.101. 

7. K. W. E. Cheng, B. P. Divakar, H. Wu, K. Ding, and H. F. Ho, “Battery-management system (BMS) and SOC 

development for electrical vehicles,” IEEE Trans. Veh. Technol., vol. 60, no. 1, pp. 76–88, 2011, doi: 

10.1109/TVT.2010.2089647. 

8. K. Liu, K. Li, Q. Peng, and C. Zhang, “A brief review on key technologies in the battery management system 

of electric vehicles,” Front. Mech. Eng., vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 47–64, 2019, doi: 10.1007/s11465-018-0516-8. 

9. M. Dubarry, N. Vuillaume, and B. Y. Liaw, “From single cell model to battery pack simulation for Li-ion 

batteries,” J. Power Sources, vol. 186, no. 2, pp. 500–507, 2009, doi: 10.1016/j.jpowsour.2008.10.051. 

10. J. Newman and W. Tiedemann, “Temperature Rise in a Battery Module with Constant Heat Generation,” J. 

Electrochem. Soc., vol. 142, no. 4, pp. 1054–1057, 1995, doi: 10.1149/1.2044130. 

11. L. H. Saw, Y. Ye, and A. A. O. Tay, “Integration issues of lithium-ion battery into electric vehicles battery 

pack,” J. Clean. Prod., vol. 113, pp. 1032–1045, 2016, doi: 10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.11.011. 

 

020012-7

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://pubs.aip.org/aip/acp/article-pdf/doi/10.1063/5.0121542/17305866/020012_1_5.0121542.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpowsour.2013.11.101
https://doi.org/10.1109/TVT.2010.2089647
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11465-018-0516-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpowsour.2008.10.051
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.2044130
https://doi.org/10.1149/1.2044130
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.11.011

